OREGON PILGRIM
Connie Ganz, Editor
4181 Sunset Drive
Lake Oswego, OR 97035
Address Correction Requested

OREGON PILGRIM NEWSLETTER IS AVAILABLE ELECTRONICALLY
Save postage, ink, and paper! Please sign up to receive the Oregon Pilgrim
by email. Or view online at https://mayflower-or.com.

Spring 2019 LUNCHEON REMITTANCE FORM
Saturday, May 4, 2019
Social hour at 11:30 a.m. ~ Seating for lunch at noon ~ Meal service to follow
Reservation deadline (including payment)
Monday, April 29, by noon

Entrée Choices:
Chicken Cordon Bleu or Grilled Salmon
or Seasonal Vegetarian Ravioli or
Chicken Salad (no nuts/no gluten/no dairy)

If you register for lunch and cannot
attend, please cancel for a full refund!

Entrées include green salad & dressing, bread
basket, chef's choice of starch and vegetables,
dessert, and beverage (coffee, tea, or iced tea). The
meal cost for each choice, inclusive of gratuity, is
$30 per person. A child's plate is available for $5.

To cancel, CALL Francie Fessler at 503-399-0442
by noon on Wednesday, May 1, or you will be
charged the full cost of your lunch.

--------------------------------Cut here and remit bottom half with your payment--------------------------

Your name ______________________________________ OR state member #_____________
Lunch guest(s) name(s)_________________________________________________________
Lunch selection: (1) Chicken Cordon Bleu
(2) Grilled salmon
(3) Vegetarian Ravioli
(4) Child's plate
(5) Chicken Salad

No. _______ X $30 = _______
No. _______ X $30 = _______
No. _______ X $30 = _______
No. _______ X $ 5 = _______
No. _______ X $30 = _______

Donations: The Oregon Society of Mayflower Descendants (general fund)
The Oregon Society of Mayflower Descendants (scholarship fund)

$________
$________

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED ........................................... …………....$________
Make check payable to Mayflower Descendants of Oregon and mail with this remittance slip to:
Francie Fessler, Membership Chair, 5753 Aetna St. SE, Salem, OR 97317

_____ Mark here to save postage, printing, and paper by receiving your Oregon Pilgrim newsletter via email each issue.
Name ____________________________ Email address: _____________________________
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Spring 2019 LUNCHEON MEETING
Saturday, May 4
Hayden’s Lakefront Grill
8187 Tualatin-Sherwood Road, Tualatin, OR 97062
(Exit 289 west from Interstate-5, at the west end of the Century Hotel)

The Board of Assistants will meet beforehand
10-11:30 a.m. in the board room.

Social hour at 11:30 a.m. ~ Seating for lunch at noon ~ Meal service to follow

Meet Alice Scherer, Wampanoag Beadwork Scholar
Our presenter will be author and independent scholar
Alice Scherer, who will tell us about her research into
beadwork. Mayflower descendants are familiar with the
Wampanoag tribe which helped the Mayflower Pilgrims
survive during their first difficult years in the New
World. The Wampanoag natives became well known for
their beadwork, purple and white shell beads especially,
which were valued as an art form and traded with other
tribes as wampum. Inevitably, beadwork that originated
on east coast made its way westward when it was traded
from tribe to tribe.
Quahog and whelk wampum beads made by Elizabeth James Perry. Photo by Mary Meredith. Public domain. www.wikipedia.com

Ms. Scherer, who specializes in beads of the Pacific Northwest, will present a slideshow showing beadwork as
an art form with both intrinsic and extrinsic value. She has served as curator and jurist for beadwork
exhibitions, authored many articles on the subject, and co-authored a book titled The New Beadwork. She is
the secretary-treasurer for The Center for the Study of Beadwork in Portland (https://beadresearch.org). This
promises to be a fascinating presentation, and we hope many of our members can come. Prospective
members, family, and friends are welcome, too!
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FROM THE GOVERNOR’S QUILL ~

by Patrice Sproul Petersen

Greetings Oregon Mayflower Members and Friends,
It is with much joyful anticipation that we look forward to 2020 and the 400th-year
commemoration of the Mayflower Pilgrims’ arrival in America. This occasion will be
made all the more memorable at opening ceremonies of the 42nd Congress when a deed
is passed from the First Parish Church to the General Society of Mayflower Descendants
(GSMD) giving them official ownership of the building. Ceremonies aside, the actual
deed papers were registered on February 19, 2019, at 10:30 a.m. in the Plymouth
Registry of Deeds office, giving GSMD sole ownership of First Parish Church, which
thereafter was renamed the “National Pilgrim Memorial Meetinghouse.”
This historical event took place almost exactly three months after The Oregon Society of Mayflower
Descendants joined other member societies to fulfill the remainder of their pledges. Sincere appreciation is
extended to all Oregon members for helping GSMD reach its goal. Many thanks, also, to those of our
members who gave individual financial gifts to this project. All of these donations along with a $2,618,000
grant from Plymouth Community Preservation Committee have allowed much-needed restoration work on
the exterior of this building to begin. The famous Robinson stained-glass windows (pictured below) are
scheduled to be reset later this year. (Photo courtesy of the GSMD blog. Used by permission.)
“For the past few years, large white panels have stared
down at passersby where Tiffany stained-glass
windows once resided. They had to be taken down and
stored because the structure could no longer bear the
weight of them. Today, at the same time the deed was
finalized, photos of the stained-glass windows were
installed over the white panels signaling a new day for
the deteriorating historic icon. One of the many
treasures in the building, all of the stained-glass
windows are from Tiffany studios and all have a
Mayflower theme. The windows in storage depict
pastor John Robinson saying a farewell prayer as the
Pilgrims board the Mayflower in Holland.”
(https://www.themayflowersociety.org/blog)

Lea Sinclair Filson, who is the former GSMD governor and current president of the National Pilgrim
Memorial Meetinghouse Charitable Trust, wrote to thank the Oregon Society for its generosity. She said that it
is so heartwarming to see everyone step up to work together to honor our ancestors by saving this memorial.
“Together,” she wrote, “we will save the Meetinghouse and tell the Mayflower story for generations to come.”
Filson also thanked the First Parish Church “for allowing the Society the honor of preserving the Meetinghouse
as a tribute to America’s family and our ancestors, the Mayflower Pilgrims.” As part of the donation agreement,
First Parish Church will continue its legacy of holding services with a schedule of worship that is open to all.
Thank you all for helping us achieve this significant milestone!
Best regards,
Patricia Sproul Petersen, Governor
The Oregon Society of Mayflower Descendants
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BOARD OF ASSISTANTS MEETING MINUTES ~ by Beth Lambright, interim secty.
The meeting was called to order on Saturday, November 17, at 10:00 a.m. by Governor Patrice Petersen. Others attending
were Deputy Governor Beth Lambright, Treasurer Mercy Chipman, Historian Joan Hunter, Captain Bud Hagan, Elder
Richard Bellingham, former Governors Terri Schieber and Cleve Twitchell. Also present were Jane Slack, Mt. Hood
Colony Lieutenant Governor Terri Maloney, Oregon Pilgrim Newsletter Editor Connie Ganz, and Membership Chair
Francie Fessler.
Governor Petersen asked BOA members to provide a personal picture for the website. These should be sent to our
webmaster Stephen Hodges.
The minutes of the May 6, 2018, BOA meeting were approved and the General Meeting minutes from that date were
corrected and approved.
Historian Joan Hunter reported we have six applications in process with an additional three en route. She also shared that
there is a request for membership from an applicant in the State of Colorado and the national bylaws say that an applicant
can apply to any state for membership. Some applications may be coming from other states with longer wait lists. Editor
Connie Ganz asked if we had any system in place to prioritize Oregon applications. Ms. Hunter replied that so far we have
not needed a protocol because she can handle the current number of applications. She also stated that our national office
has asked for suggestions from all member society historians as to how they can better support member societies with
their increasing workload. The Board discussed the possibility of designating an assistant historian.
Treasurer Mercy Chipman reported that as of October 31, 2018, our bank balance was $27,724.22. She said our records
are now on Quickbooks [software program], enabling the treasurer to run reports in a more efficient manner. She showed
her new treasurer’s notebook containing all current financial records. Dues collection is going well. Ms. Chipman has
updated the website to keep track of dues and membership. She asked for help from various Board members in
determining the best way to keep the membership roster current on our new website that includes members who are
dropping and new members who are joining. It was agreed that Ms. Chipman will keep the roster updated, a task which
fits well with her treasurer’s data sheets. Estimate of membership as of November 17, 2018, is 231.
Juniors Chair Beth Lambright shared that as of November 1, 2018, we have 88 Junior Members. She reported that she has
been sending out the “Today in Our History” newsletters generated by the GSMD Juniors Committee. As Scholarship
Chair, Ms. Lambright reported that the new 2019 Scholarship form is in the current newsletter and that the deadline is
February 1, 2019. A letter will go out to every Junior eligible for the OMSD Scholarship at the first of the year,
encouraging them to apply. She reminded the Board that all Junior membership fees stay in the State of Oregon.
Colony Reports followed. Cascade Colony Lieut. Governor Cleve Twitchell reported their next meeting will be in April.
Mr. Twitchell said their local historical society wishes to offer a two-hour class for those who are searching for their
family’s Mayflower connection. They would welcome a speaker from the Mayflower Society, but otherwise will rely on a
local genealogist. BOA members concurred that a local presenter would likely be more aware of useful resources in that
area. Lieut. Governor Terri Maloney reported on Mt. Hood Colony dues collection. She reported that the Mt. Hood
Colony had a wonderful luncheon meeting in the summer followed by a visit to the Pittock Mansion. They also had a very
productive meeting in October to discuss future goals for Mt Hood Colony.
Membership Chair Francie Fessler gave an updated membership report. By mutual agreement, Ms. Fessler is shifting the
task of updating the membership roster to Treasurer Mercy Chipman. Ms. Fessler said she would like the website to list
all verified ancestors of each member in order to keep name tags current. Ms. Chipman said the spreadsheet would be
changed to reflect that information.
Continued on the next page …
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BOARD OF ASSISTANTS MEETING MINUTES – Continued …
Governor Petersen addressed the need for a Nominating Committee for the 2019 election of OMSD officers in order to
announce the slate in the spring and install officers in the fall of 2019. She also asked that those who do not wish to be
returned to office to let her know. Three volunteers will be needed for this committee. Editor Ganz will include a notice in
the spring newsletter requesting nominees.
Treasurer Chipman was asked to update the BOA on the request sent to IRS for a name change. She said she had a phone
conversation with the IRS confirming that our name is now changed from “Mayflower Descendants Society” under which
it has long been filed, to “The Oregon Society of Mayflower Descendants.” She will check further to make sure the
change has actually been made.
Governor Petersen addressed the need for a standing Bylaws Committee. After discussion, Mercy Chipman moved that a
standing Bylaws Committee be created and the motion passed unanimously. Beth Lambright, Mercy Chipman, and Gov.
Petersen as ex-officio member will serve along with others if and when bylaws pertaining to their office or committee are
reviewed.
The governor asked the BOA for any suggested changes to the draft that has been distributed regarding changes to our
governing documents based on motions previously approved. The BOA voted in favor of the following language in the
Bylaws:
Article I Sec. 4: The Board of Assistants shall be empowered to vote electronically (e.g. by email or other online voting
mechanism) on a motion when and if all the following apply:
(1) The matter to be voted on is time sensitive;
(2) Scheduling or other issues make it difficult for the Board of Assistants to meet in person to deliberate on the
matter in a timely manner;
(3) All Board of Assistants members are notified in writing (electronically or otherwise, from the governor or
designee) of the specific motion to be acted on and asked to respond to the motion with a “yes” or “no” or “abstain”
response within 48 hours;
(4) The motion is passed unanimously by all members of the Board of Assistants;
(5) Printed documentation of all related electronic communication is maintained as formal minutes, duly reviewed
and approved at the next regularly scheduled Board of Assistants meeting.
Article IV Sec. 1: The annual dues shall be $30 for regular membership. A one-time fee of $20 shall be charged at the
time of Junior membership acceptance.
Article IV Sec. 2: The application fee for membership in the Oregon Society of Mayflower Descendants shall be $125.
The fee for a supplemental application shall be $100.
Article IV Sec. 4: No fee shall be charged for transfer into the Oregon Society and no dues shall be charged for the year of
transfer. Members shall be allowed to transfer out of the Oregon Society once all dues have been paid. No fee shall be
charged.
Language in the Constitution was revised as follows:
Article I: The name of the Society shall be “The Oregon Society of Mayflower Descendants.”
Article III Sec. 6: Any person from a member society may apply to the Oregon society for dual membership provided the
person is a member in good standing and pays applicable dues to both member societies.
Continued on the next page …
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BOARD OF ASSISTANTS MEETING MINUTES – Continued …
Article VI Sec. 2: The annual dues shall be payable in December of the prior year. Members shall receive a second
notification in January. Members who have not paid dues by the 31st day of January are liable for removal from
membership.
Article VI Sec. 4: Members elected July 1-December 31 shall not be required to pay annual dues for the following year.
Article VI Sec. 5: The Society shall operate under a calendar fiscal year, beginning January 1 and ending December 31.
The matter of reinstatement fees was discussed and several options were considered. This item was tabled for later
discussion.
The possibility of a Society Policy and Procedures manual was raised. Governor Petersen thanked Mercy Chipman for
offering to help if such a manual is developed.
A letter from GSMD was reviewed requesting that Member Society pledges be fulfilled soon so that work on the
meetinghouse restoration can begin. After discussion, Jane Slack moved to write a check for the remaining amount of this
Society’s pledge. The motion was seconded by Dep. Gov. Beth Lambright, and the motion carried unanimously.
Finally, Ms. Schieber reported she delivered the John Billington Part II Silver Book to the Genealogy Forum of Oregon.
Another is forthcoming.
The next BOA meeting was scheduled for May 4, 2019, and the meeting was adjourned at 11:25 a.m.
Respectfully submitted, Beth Lambright, Deputy Governor

GENERAL MEETING MINUTES ~ by Beth Lambright, interim secretary
Governor Patrice Petersen called the meeting to order on Saturday, November 17, at 11:50 a.m. The Rev. Richard
Bellingham gave the invocation. Captain Bud Hagan led members in the reciting of the Pledge of Allegiance. Deputy
Governor General Terri Schieber led members in reading aloud the Mayflower Compact as it was written at
Provincetown Harbor.
Governor Petersen introduced the Oregon Society officers and guest speaker, Tom Henderson, a journalist from the
News-Register. Historian Joan Hunter explained the procedure for the Ancestral Roll Call and members stood or raised
their hands as each of the Mayflower Ancestors’ names were read aloud. Governor Petersen summarized the 2020
Congress Plan and suggested all members refer to details now posted on the GSMD website. She encouraged members
to make plans to attend. Ms. Petersen also gave an update on fundraising for the National Meeting House.
After lunch the scholarship fundraising raffle was held, followed by a special awards presentation to honor two of our
longest-term members who have contributed so much over many years to our Oregon Society. Rev. Richard Bellingham
and former Governor Clyde Twitchell, a 50-year member, were both presented with framed certificates of appreciation.
The program by Tom Henderson was entitled “Quiet Thoughts from a Library in Wales” and caused attendees to
ponder the ideologies of our Separatist and Puritan ancestors. Mr. Henderson said that puritan immigrants to the New
World saw themselves as building a blessed “City upon a Hill” and reminded us that “we must love brotherly.” Mr.
Henderson took us through a history of Colonial Massachusetts from the landing of the Mayflower in 1620, through
the arrival of the Winthrop fleet in 1630 and the Puritan settlers at Boston. Following his remarks, he was presented
with an envelope and was warmly thanked for sharing his insights and reflections with the Society.
Before adjournment of the meeting Governor Petersen announced that our next State meeting will be on May 4, 2019
at Hayden’s Lakefront Grill in Tualatin, OR.
Respectfully submitted, Beth Lambright, Deputy Governor
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CASCADE COLONY REPORT ~ by Cleve Twitchell, Deputy Governor
Cascade Colony, based in Medford, continues to meet once or twice a year, in April and/or September. These
luncheon meetings are held at the China Hut restaurant, 450 S. Riverside Ave., Medford. The spring meeting
was held April 20, 2019. It included a look at Mayflower-related sites on Cape Cod in Massachusetts and
plans for celebrating the 400th anniversary of the Mayflower’s arrival in 2020.

TREASURER’S REPORT ~ by Mercy Chipman




2018 Financial Report: Our checking account balance as of 12/31/18 was $26, 211.21.
We ended the year with a loss, mostly due to giving $5,000 toward the purchase of the Parish Church.
We received $540 for Mt. Hood Dues, $86 Mt. Hood Colony donation, and $74 Cascade Colony
donation in 2018. These amounts were transferred to the appropriate colony in 2019.
DID YOU KNOW? The following nine U.S. presidents
can trace their roots to passengers on the Mayflower’s
historic voyage:
















President John Adams (1735-1826), 2nd President of the
United States, descendant of John and Priscilla (Mullins)
Alden, and William Mullins;
President John Quincy Adams (1767-1848), 6th
President, descendant of John and Priscilla (Mullins)
Alden, and William Mullins;
President George H. W. Bush (1924-2018), 41st
President, descendant of John and Elizabeth (Tilley)
Howland, Francis Cooke, and John and Joan (Hurst) Tilley;
President George W. Bush (1946- ), 43rd President,
descendant of John and Elizabeth (Tilley) Howland,
Francis Cooke, John and Joan (Hurst) Tilley, and Henry
Samson;
Calvin Coolidge (1872-1933), 30th President, descendant
of Edward Doty;
President James A. Garfield (1831-1881), 20th President,
descendant of John and Elinor Billington, and Francis
Billington;
President Ulysses S. Grant (1822-1885), 18th President,
descendant of Richard and Elizabeth (Walker) Warren;
President Franklin D. Roosevelt (1882-1945), 32nd
President, descendant of Isaac Allerton, Francis Cooke,
John and Elizabeth (Tilley) Howland, Degory Priest, John
and Joan (Hurst) Tilley, and Richard and Elizabeth
(Walker) Warren.
President Zachary Taylor (1784-1850), 12th President,
descendant of Isaac Allerton, and William and Mary
Brewster.
https://www.themayflowersociety.org/blog
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MEMBERS IN MEMORIAM
Recently approved Mayflower Society member Lawrence “Larry” Kingsella passed away December 21, 2018. He was the brother of
David Kingsella, who is also a member of The Oregon Society of Mayflower Descendants. Larry is also survived by his wife of 57
years, Ernie, along with their son Larry and daughter Monica.Larry was born in St. Helens, Oregon. After graduating from Benson
Polytechnic School, he joined the U.S. Coast Guard. Larry later worked for the paper mill in St. Helens and then for the U.S. Forest
Service as a computer specialist. His career took him from Portland to Salt Lake City to Vancouver to Jackson, Mississippi, before
retiring in 1995 in Salt Lake City again. During “retirement,” Larry worked at the parts counter for the Bill Copps dealership in
downtown Vancouver. Eventually, he and wife Ernie moved to Grandview, Washington, where he worked behind the C Speck
Motors parts counter. All totaled his second “career” lasted a little over 20 years!
Most of all, Larry loved woodworking. From his small shop he would make pens and pencils and decorative knick-knacks. Where
he truly excelled was making gorgeous crosses. If you’ve seen one, you know.Larry enjoyed serving his community through
fraternal organizations. He was an honorary lifetime member of the American Legion. As a 30+ year member of the Benevolent and
Protective Order of the Elks, he became Exalted Ruler of the Cottonwood Murray Lodge 2344. Just before he passed, Larry was
inducted into the General Society of Mayflower Descendants and the Sons of the American Revolution. He truly enjoyed community
service, comradery, and friendships that grew from serving. Larry is loved and will be missed by all who knew him. Rest in peace.
(Excerpted from an obituary written by Larry’s son and used by permission.)
▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪
Mary Paige Boucher died October 1, 2018, at the age of 79. Mary was born September 11, 1939, in Portland to James Charles and
Marjorie Warnick Kennedy. She graduated from St. Joseph’s Academy (Pendleton) and attended Willamette University. She worked
for several years at Portland State University before joining the Oregon Medical Board, where she worked until her retirement in
2003. She is survived by two daughters, two brothers, a sister, and three grandsons. Donations may be made in her honor to the
Genealogical Forum of Oregon and the Oregon Historical Society. (Published October 5, 2018. http://obits.oregonlive.com)

OREGON TRAIL PIONEER DESCENDANTS
To help commemorate the 400th anniversary of the Pilgrims landing in America, the Oregon Mayflower Society
has a project that is uniquely “Oregon.” All our members trace their ancestry to at least one Mayflower Pilgrim, but
some members also descend from one or more pioneers who crossed the Oregon Trail before 1871(pre-railway) to
settle in Oregon Territory.
As part of a 2020 project, the Society asks you to let us know if you are one of these members. Please note: your
Oregon pioneer ancestor need not be a Mayflower descendant. It is sufficient that you as a Mayflower descendant
are also a descendant of an Oregon Trail pioneer. Remember, the Oregon Territory included not only the present
state of Oregon, but also Washington, Idaho, Montana and Wyoming. Oregon pioneers, though they embarked on
their westward trek about two and a half centuries after the Mayflower Pilgrims set out from England, had much in
common with the Pilgrims. Both left home on dangerous western journeys for an unknown home to secure a better
life for themselves and their families. Email Patrice at 2patriceroots@comcast.net or call her at 503-472-3425.

Old Oregon Trail Map (1852-1906) by Ezra Meeker
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HISTORIAN’S REPORT ~ by Joan A. Hunter, Certified Genealogist
As mentioned elsewhere in this newsletter, I will be retiring
as the Oregon Mayflower Society historian at the end of this
administration. I heartily encourage any member, recently
joined or otherwise, who finds genealogy fascinating,
exciting, and compelling, to consider volunteering for this
position. Whether we are beginning or experienced
genealogists, we must all continue to sharpen our skills and
develop new ones. Even though I came to this job as a boardcertified genealogist, I have learned a great deal these past six
years and am extremely grateful for the experience.

It is my pleasure to introduce new members who have joined
or reinstated since our last newsletter.
Applications Approved
D’Ann Kathleen Webster Nash OR #1078
12th generation from William Brewster
John Fuller Ross OR #1085
12th generation from William Brewster
Corey Beth Mistretta Martin OR #1080
14th generation from John Howland
Beth Ellen Jensen Mistretta OR #1089
13th generation from John Howland
Nedra Elizabeth Dickman Brill OR #1081
10th generation from Edward Doty
Valorie Jean Stephens OR #1084
12th generation from Edward Doty
Joleen Marie Grimm Sharp OR #1082
13th generation from Stephen Hopkins

GENERAL SOCIETY OFFICERS (national)
Deputy Governor General: Terri Schieber
Assistant Governor General:
Patricia Sproul Petersen

OREGON STATE OFFICERS
Governor…….……………Patricia Sproul Petersen
Deputy Governor………….………Beth Lambright
Secretary…………………………..…Jennifer Kent
Treasurer………………………. Mercy Chipman
Historian/Applications..………....…Joan A. Hunter
Elder……………………...Rev. Richard Bellingham
Surgeon…………………...…….………......vacant
Counselor………………… ….James Oberholtzer
Captain………………………Darwin (Bud) Hagan
Membership……………………..…Francie Fessler
Newsletter Editor…..……………...…Connie Ganz

Jacob Edward Terrell OR #1083
12th generation from Stephen Hopkins
Martha Strong Vogel OR #1088
12th generation from Stephen Hopkins
Elizabeth Dee Tice OR #1079
12th generation from James Chilton
Lawrence Gerald Kingsella OR #1086 (deceased)
12th generation from William White
Charlyne Yvonne DeMonnin OR 31087
13th generation from John Billington
Jenney Jerden Whittier OR 31090
11th generation from William Bradford
Supplementals Approved
Helene Elizabeth “Beth” Veazie Lambright OR #933
13th generation from Richard Warren
Mercy Elizabeth Chipman OR #1077
11th generation from Elizabeth Tilley
Welcome our reinstated members
Ruthe Taber OR #766
12th generation from William White
Karin Lightner OR #797
11the generation from William White
Judi Elane Walker Palumbo OR#837
14th generation from Edward Fuller

MT. HOOD COLONY OFFICERS
Lt. Governor...……............................Terry Maloney
Deputy Governor…………………...Ellen Hopkins
Secretary…………………………...….Joni Walker
Treasurer.........................................Debbie Ketchum
Captain……………………………...….Bud Hagan
Historian.......................................................Sue Glen
Elder………..........................................Lois Streimer

CASCADE COLONY OFFICERS
Lieutenant Governor.................................... vacant
Deputy Governor.............................Cleve Twitchell
Secretary……………....................................vacant
Treasurer.........................................Helen Schreiner
Elder
...............................................John Stewart
Captain.................................................John Stewart
Historian.........................................................vacant

BOARD OF ASSISTANTS:

The above-listed officers plus
Terry Maloney, Jane Slack, and Cleve Twitchell.
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Hear Ye, Hear Ye!
Now Accepting Nominations for Officers of The Oregon Society of Mayflower Descendants
This fall, it will be time to elect a new slate of officers! If you would like to become more active in
The Oregon Society of Mayflower Descendants, we hope you will consider throwing your hat in the
ring for a position on the Board of Assistants.
We are now recruiting for the office of Historian, since our very capable Joan Hunter will step
down when her second term of office ends. Yes, hers will be a difficult act to follow, but we know
some of our members are enthusiastic and skilled genealogists. If you would like to know more
about what this position involves, please contact Joan at joanahunt@aol.com. She will be happy to
answer any questions you may have. Joan accepted the position, in part, because she believed it
would help keep her genealogical skills sharp and work with records that she ordinarily would not
encounter. She has found that to be the case and is very grateful for the opportunity to assist
applicants, many of whom do not “do genealogy,” as they navigate the process of preparing their
application for membership in the General Society of Mayflower Descendants.

A Mayflower 2020 Interactive Website from NEHGS
The New England Historic and Genealogical Society (NEHGS)
in Boston, Massachusetts, has “launched an interactive website
providing extensive resources for researching Mayflower
passengers and connecting family historians with Mayflower
descendants.

https://mayflower.americanancestors.org/
The site features a variety of databases of value to Mayflower
researchers, as well as biographic sketches from NEHGS
scholar Robert Charles Anderson’s Pilgrim Migration (NEHGS,
Mayflower in Plymouth Harbor. William Halsall. 1882. Photo
2004), the definitive work on Plimoth Colony immigrants who
courtesy of the General Society of Mayflower Descendants.
arrived between 1620 and 1633. A modern Mayflower
https://www.facebook.com/themayflowersociety/photos
descendants reader-submitted gallery—the first of its kind—is
found there, as are personal statements about what Mayflower
ancestry means. An interactive world map, showing the location of these descendants, and a celebrity gallery of famous
Mayflower descendants are also features of the innovative website.”
The NEHGS is also offering Mayflower heritage tours “to the United Kingdom for a visit to Plymouth, Southampton, and
Dartmouth, England, with world-renowned NEHGS Great Migration scholar Robert Charles Anderson as our guide. The
tour will focus on the events leading to the embarkation of the Mayflower in 1620—a journey that would change the
world.” Also, “A New England Sojourn” in June 2020 and again in September 2020 will be two exclusive, three-day
visits to historic sites in Massachusetts associated with the Pilgrims, including Plymouth, Provincetown, Duxbury, and
elsewhere. AmericanAncestors.org/Heritage-Tours.
Online classes are another way the NEHGS is commemorating the 400th anniversary of the Mayflower voyage, along
with several new scholarly publications and the Mayflower 2020 Shop with many special commemorative gifts for
purchase, such as mugs, T-shirts, tote bags, and keepsake boxes. Visit their website today for more information.

The General Society of Mayflower Descendants also has an online shop with
2020 commemorative gifts. https://www.themayflowersociety.org/shop
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The John Billington Memorial Scholarship of
THE OREGON SOCIETY OF MAYFLOWER DESCENDANTS
2019 WINNER
The OSMD is proud to announce that the winner of the 2019 John Billington Memorial Scholarship is
Jaeden Biehn. Jaeden is a graduating senior who attends The Dalles High School, where she is an
academically high ranked student and a member of the National Honor Society. Jaeden is the daughter of
Stephen Biehn and the granddaughter of OSMD member Melissa (Mimi) Biehn. Jaeden has shown
academic expertise in Advanced Placement classes in history and science and has completed special skills
in welding. In addition, Jaeden has been an outstanding athlete by lettering in volleyball and swimming as
well as serving as a team captain of the swim team. Jaeden, who is a Junior Member of the OSMD, has
shown her interest in genealogy by participating in OSMD state meetings and serving as serving as state
president of Children of the American Revolution (CAR). She hopes to major in construction management
at either Washington State University or the University of Idaho. Below is Jaeden’s winning essay, which
was submitted along with the other required items in her scholarship application. Congratulations, Jaeden!

What My Mayflower Ancestry Means to Me
Just imagine, sitting in class as a kindergartener learning about the feats of the Pilgrims. Their story of survival in their
newfound homeland was truly awe-inspiring. When the curriculum got to the fiery red-haired Myles Standish, I
thought to myself, I have a lot in common with him, being a little girl with the same fiery red hair and a temper to
match. When my grandmother informed me that I was the 12th great-granddaughter of Myles Standish, my feeling of
kinship was overwhelming. As the years have gone by, and our education about the Pilgrims has broadened, I can’t help
the feeling of pride in knowing that this hero is my ancestor.
Genealogy is a priceless piece of each and every one of us. It cannot be bought, sold, or taken. It is woven into the fabric
of our DNA. Being able to track that DNA through records and other written documents is not something to be taken
for granted. Knowing that I am related to one of the original settlers of the Americas is a great honor to me. I have been
especially thankful that I have been able to track my genealogy back to the times of the Mayflower and even farther. I
take great pride in being able to tell people about my personal pedigree and who I ultimately came from. A strong
lineage is the link to our past and the basis for our future. It is unparalleled in its price, not in currency, but in
knowledge. Your ancestry can’t be taken or sold. It is as much a part of you as the color of your eyes, to the hair on your
head. You can’t get rid of it and you shouldn’t want to.
Myles Standish was a great hero to the Pilgrims. Not only was he one of the military leaders of the settlement that
provided protection and security to the settlers, he also supervised construction of the fort and the colony’s defenses. My
educational goals include earning a bachelor’s degree in Construction Engineering Management. As a construction
manager, I plan to oversee construction projects for a large construction firm. I can thank my ancestor Myles for this
love of the trades.
Just as Myles Standish was a leader as the assistant governor, so too am I a leader. Some examples of my leadership
include being elected the Oregon State Society Children of the American Revolution State President, being selected twice
for the Central District Oregon High School Equestrian Team Student Representative, and having been chosen as the
high school swim team captain two years running. I believe this leadership trait is something that is not just taught but
also a trait that is passed down from generation to generation. To me, this trait is most important because I like to think
that I inherited it from Myles himself.
To me, being able to track my ancestry back to the days of the Mayflower, and even farther, means the world. When I
can sit down and talk to people about my genetics and know exactly where I came from is an exhilarating feeling. I
have inherited the trait of being a good leader from Myles Standish, my Mayflower Ancestor. I hope throughout my life,
I will be able to exhibit the same heroism that he demonstrated in the Plymouth Colony. I will never take my ancestry
for granted, as genealogy is a gift given to us by our forefathers.
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