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Even the pandemic cannot take away how beautiful 
the autumn season is unfolding around us outside!  
We are experiencing “peak” colors right now and 
harvest foods in our stores. Like our ancestor Edward 

Winslow, who wrote in 1621 

our Thanksgiving this November will see us 
feasting once again even as our ancestors did 400 
years ago. I am continually struck in this time of 
pandemic how much we are called to be like them in 
hard times. Both the Wampanoag and English 
Pilgrims had been through times of much death and 
suffering, yet they chose to celebrate! And so will we. 
 
Although we are not gathering in person for our 

November Compact Meeting, 

We will be joined November 20th at 11 a.m. 
by our cousins to the north (the Washington State 
Society) and some cousins to the south (from one of 

the California colonies) to be present with Richard 
Pickering

the First Thanksgiving 

“We Gather Together: Thanksgiving, Gratitude, and the Making of an American 
Holiday.” You will be sent a ZOOM link to the Nov. 20 meeting very soon! 
 

It should be a wonderful way to celebrate this “last of  the 400th” celebrations — 
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Many events are still occurring as we wrap up a year 
of remembering, from November 2020 and the 400th 
anniversary of the landing of the Mayflower to this 
November.  
 
I thought you might like to see a photo of an event that 
took place in Plymouth, Massachusetts, a few weeks 

ago. 

The 

re-enactment of our ancestors landing at 
Plymouth in the shallop took place October 5, 2021. 
What a great picture of what their 
arriving might have looked like (the 
re-enactors in the boat had to wade 
through the water to come ashore).   
 
Hoping you are staying warm and dry, 
safe and healthy this beautiful season! 
 
Beth Lambright 
Governor 

 
 

THE MAYFLOWER COMPACT Is Celebrated Annually on Compact Day 

The original document does not survive. It first appeared in Mourt’s Relation, a pamphlet about the 

first year of settlement at Plimoth. In 1669 Plymouth’s town historian, Nathaniel Morton, reprinted 

the agreement in his book, New England’s Memorial. Interestingly, he included a possible list of the 

men who signed it, even though these men’s names were not included in earlier copies of the 

Mayflower Compact. According to Morton, the document was signed by 41 of the male passengers — all but one of the 

freemen, three of the five hired men, and two of the nine servants. 
 

. We whose names are underwritten, the loyal subjects of our dread Sovereign Lord King 

James, by the Grace of God of Great Britain, France, and Ireland King, Defender of the Faith, etc. Having undertaken for the Glory 

of God and advancement of the Christian Faith and Honour of our King and Country, a Voyage to plant the First Colony in the 

Northern Parts of Virginia, do by these presents solemnly and mutually in the presence of God and one of another, Covenant and 

Combine ourselves together in  , for our better ordering and preservation and furtherance of the ends 

aforesaid; and by virtue hereof to enact, constitute and frame such just and equal Laws, Ordinances, Acts, Constitutions and Offices 

from time to time, as shall be thought most meet and convenient , unto which we 

promise all due submission and obedience. In witness whereof we have hereunder subscribed our names at Cape Cod, 

in the year of the reign of our Sovereign Lord King James, of England, France and Ireland the eighteenth, and of 

Scotland the fifty-fourth. 
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BOARD OF ASSISTANTS  MEETING MINUTES ~ Debra Sorensen, 

Secretary  
 
 

Note:  OSMD = Oregon Society of Mayflower Descendants. GSMD = General Society of Mayflower Descendants 
(MA) 
 
Members of the OSMD met December 29, 2020, on a ZOOM (video conference) at 2 p.m. to discuss two 
items: 
 
Members in attendance were made aware that the May 1, 2021, in-person meeting has been cancelled 
due to the State of Oregon COVID-19 pandemic guidelines.  The meeting on May 1 will instead be held 
via ZOOM, and a link will be sent to full membership prior to that date. The meeting will start at 11 a.m. 
 
Discussion was held regarding the increase in dues, which was necessary due to the increase in dues at the 
national GSMD level.   
 
The meeting adjourned at 3:10pm. Respectfully submitted, Debra Williams Sorensen, Secretary 

 

 

 

Spring 2021 Board of Assistants Meeting Minutes (This meeting was held on Zoom due to the Covid-19 pandemic.) 
 
The Board of Assistants (BOA) meeting was called to order at 10:02 a.m. on Saturday, May 1, 2021, by Governor Beth 
Lambright. Others in attendance were Deputy Governor Joni Walker, Secretary Debra Sorensen, Captain Darwin ‘Bud’ 
Hagan, Melissa “Mimi” Biehn, Elder Lois Streimer, Patrice Petersen, and Historian Russell Francis. Those unable to 
attend were Treasurer Mercy Chipman, Newsletter Editor Connie Ganz, Counselor James Oberholtzer, and Membership 
Chair Francie Fessler.  
 

The minutes from the November 20, 2020, board meeting were presented. A motion was made by Bud Hagan and 
seconded by Russ Francis to approve the minutes as published in the previous newsletter, with no corrections or 
changes. The motion passed. 
 

Governor Lambright reported that Treasurer Mercy Chipman is moving to Tucson, Arizona, where she has taken a new 
job. She kindly offered to be treasurer at a distance for the balance of her term, or she would be willing to resign the 
position. After discussion, Mercy and Beth agreed that resigning would be best for both Mercy and OSMD. Governor 
Lambright will pick up materials from Mercy very soon and will manage the position as we search for a new treasurer.  
We have just over $20,000 in our checking account, our 501(3)c status has been updated, our membership directory is 
up to date, and our national bill has been paid.   
 

Regarding membership, we have 231 members currently. We have lost 37 in the past year (all state societies have lost 
due to change in dues), with one transfer out and 36 non-paid members. We have six new juniors, totaling over 102, 

and we were reminded that all junior monies stay in Oregon 😊 
 

Historian Russell Francis reported we have 14 new applications which have been submitted to Plymouth, plus five 
supplementals. Six of the 14 are from before January 1, 2021, and eight applications have happened since first of the 
year. Six are waiting in Plymouth for processing, and two additional applications have been approved by Plymouth, so 
we technically have 233 members. 
 

Russ also reported that he did the digitizing of all our application records, which were stored (paper format) since 
1929. Each application is a separate PDF file, and there is also a supplemental index in Excel format. Thumb drives have 
been made and will be held by Russ, Beth, Debbie, Joni, Patrice, and the new treasurer. Thumb drives need to be 
distributed to a few board members. Lois and Bud would like copies, which Beth and Russ will take care of. Russ has 
also stored copies of the PDF files in Dropbox. 
 

After discussion, a motion was made by Deb and seconded by Joni to charge non-members who are asking for copies of 
applications, such as those of a parent, grandparent, or sibling.  OSMD will charge $10 for any non-member requesting 
a copy of an application, with charges to be at the discretion of the governor and historian. The motion was approved.   
 

New Business: Governor Lambright reported that letters to the 36 people who haven’t paid dues for this year yet, 
probably due to the increase in national dues WHICH caused us to increase Oregon dues.  She asked if  we should we 
give them amnesty for the full year, dropping the delinquency fee and bring it back next year in Jan 2022.   
 

A motion was made by Patrice, seconded by Joni. We will have an amnesty year and not charge a penalty fee for the late 
payment of 2021 dues ending December 31, 2021. The motion was approved. The Governor will send out a letter to 
these 36 members explaining that they have until end of the year to pay 2021 dues, with no penalty.   
 

Announcements: We have a 2021 Scholarship winner, which was covered in the Oregon Pilgrim. Governor Lambright 
will ask Connie Ganz to include information about our winner in the next newsletter. 
 

We have two offices needing filled: junior chairman (Beth has been handling this) and treasurer (since Mercy Chipman 
is leaving). If you know of someone who might be good as junior chairman, please tell Beth.  She does have one possible 
option. If  you have suggestions for treasurer, please get in touch with Beth.  It would be preferable to have someone 
with accounting or bookkeeping experience and skills.  
 

The next meeting of OSMD will be held HOPEFULLY in person on Saturday November 20, 2021. Place will be 
confirmed and announced soon. The meeting adjourned at 10:45am.  
 

Respectfully submitted, Debra Williams Sorensen, Secretary  
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OSMD MEMBERS VISITED PLYMOUTH SUMMER 2021 

  

 

Charlotte Cook Lee (11th Generation Descendant of William Bradford) 
 
The people in Plymouth were very accommodating when we had to cancel our 
planned 2020 trip due to the pandemic. They postponed all our reservations and 
honored our tickets at the sites. After a year of delayed travel, our family gathered 
for a reunion in Plymouth to learn more about our Mayflower ancestors. We visited 
many sites during our week’s stay the last week of June 2021. Below are a few 
places we went important to our family history. We had a fantastic trip! 
 

I arranged for a group tour through Plimoth Patuxet; also of the Mayflower II, the 
gristmill, and the plantation/Wampanoag village. We also had pre-arranged tours 
of the Alden House in Duxbury and the Howland House in Plymouth. Although the 
GSMD house was closed, we visited the new Statue of William Bradford in the 
garden. 

 

L to R: 
 
 
Gristmill 
 
Mayflower II 
 
Statue of 
William 
Bradford 
 
Photos by 
Charlotte 
Cook Lee 

 
 
 
 

Another fun thing we did was to follow an article in the Mayflower Quarterly summer 2021 issue (The first three 
children of John Howland, pg. 29-31) on a ride out 6A to Desire Howland’s home and visited several cemeteries and 
the meetinghouse in Barnstable. 
  

Jenney [surname withheld for privacy] 
(11th Generation Descendant of William Bradford and 12th Generation Descendant of Richard Warren) 
 
 

 

Reported by Beth Lambright:  

“We also have a member, Jenney, who lived in 

Duxbury, Mass., all summer, and she marched in 

EVERY Pilgrim’s Progress on the Fridays in 

August! So when I arrived in Plymouth (in 

September 2021) I was able to round up Jenney, 

and we marched together in the Pilgrims Progress 

Parade to the Meeting House.  I love these two 

pictures she sent me of her with the new Bradford 

statue in the gardens at the Mayflower House, and 

of her pointing to a family member’s memorial 

brick.” 
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Terry Maloney  

(10th Generation Descendant of Samuel Fuller, 11th Generation Descendant of Francis Cooke, and 11th 

Generation Descendant of Edward Doty) 

 

       Photos submitted  
       by Terry Maloney 
 
 
 

Terry Maloney shared these photos from her 2021 trip. “I took two granddaughters to New York City, 
Plymouth, and Boston this summer. It was so much fun sharing our heritage with them. Pictured above L to R: 
Terry aboard the Mayflower II; The National Monument to the Forefathers; and the Mayflower Society House. 
 

 
 

Above: Panels on the National Monument to 
the Forefathers. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Page 5 



 
 
 

This November 25th, the United States will observe Thanksgiving, 400 years after our ancestors gathered with 
the local Pokanoket Wampanoag to celebrate the gathering of a successful harvest. After a year of many 
deaths among the English, hunger, and the daily hardship of building a village, a crop of corn, beans, squash, 
peas, and herbs was a welcome event. It was time to feast! Precious little is left as a record of the 1621 
Thanksgiving. It comes from Edward Winslow’s booklet, Mourt’s Relation: 
 

 “Our harvest being gotten in, our Governor sent four men 
on fowling that so we might after a special manner rejoice 
together after we had gathered the fruit of our labors. The 
four in one day killed as much fowl as, with little help 
beside, served the company almost a week. At which time, 
amongst other recreations, we exercised our arms, and 
many of the Indians coming amongst us, and among the 

rest their greatest king Massasoit, with some ninety men, whom for three days we 
entertained and feasted, and they went out and killed five deer, which they brought to 
the plantation and bestowed on our governor, and upon the captain and others.  And 
although it be not always so plentiful as it was at this time with us, yet by the goodness 
of God, we are so far from want that we often with you partakers of our plenty.” 
 

 and got enough fowl for a week to feed 52 remaining members 
of the Mayflower. What is fowl?  It could be duck, geese, swan, wild fowl, and turkey. The Pokanoket went 
hunting and brought 5 deer; this was precious food to the English, very costly in England, and usually only 
afforded by the upper-class or royals. And the feast lasted three days! 
 

Chief Massasoit and 90 of his men. Could there also have been Pokanoket women and 
children? Most likely they were in attendance, since facts regarding women and children were not always 
recorded at this time. There were also 53 remaining Mayflower passengers: 24 men, 4 adult women, and 
some 25 children under 18. Those women had a lot of cooking to do for that crowd!   
 

— three days of eating and engaging in conversation (to the best of their ability with the 
help of translators Tisquantum and Hobomock). It is likely Elder Brewster offered a prayer or song before the 
meal and that the Natives shared music and dance around campfires in the evening. The Pilgrims exercised 
their arms, probably showing the accuracy and power of their guns. Other “recreations” may have involved 
songs and dances, games, and races. 
 
In a time when we are often chided for how our Mayflower ancestors treated the Indigenous peoples, 

to see how these two cultures made a good 
beginning at building relationships with each other in 1620-1621. The harvest feast, while probably not 
planned to be shared, DID end up being an event both cultures took part in and enjoyed. 

Some historians believe the guns of the four men who were shooting fowl were heard by 
Pokanokets in the woods nearby. Did the Natives come to offer assistance (as per the Peace Treaty they had 
made in April)? Or had they been planting and cultivating on each side of Towne Brooke — the English on 
one side, the Natives on the other — all spring and summer and finished harvesting at the same time? While 
we may not know for certain, what we do know is that out of this budding relationship of working side by 
side came a feast shared together that Americans honor even to this day. 
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Telling the Thanksgiving Story in 2021 
 
How can we tell the story this year — the 400th Anniversary — in a way our families will enjoy 

and remember? Many of you are gifted artists, writers, cooks, storytellers, stitchers, etc., and hold 

a special place in the heart of your family. Here are some ideas, including several available from 

the GSMD website https://shop.themayflowersociety.org/s/shop. (gifts and general merchandise tabs) 

Send or hand out Thanksgiving cards ▪ Buy and assemble a Mayflower-theme jigsaw puzzle ▪ Make a special recipe 

our Mayflower ancestors ate (See www.plimoth.org) ▪ Light a candle in memory of your Mayflower ancestor(s) ▪ 

Buy or rent a Thanksgiving movie to watch ▪ Buy or make a Mayflower apron to wear on Thanksgiving Day ▪

 
 

MEMBERS IN MEMORIAM 

 
 
 
 

GENERAL SOCIETY OFFICERS (national) 
Deputy Governor General: Terri Schieber 
Assistant Governor General:  
Patricia Sproul Petersen 
 
OREGON STATE OFFICERS  
Governor…….……………………Beth Lambright 
Deputy Governor………….……….…Joni Walker 
Secretary………………………….Debra Sorensen 
Treasurer………………………….... Ruthe Taber 
Historian/Applications..………...........Russ Francis 
Elder………………………………....Lois Streimer 
Counselor…………………   …James Oberholtzer 

Captain……………………..Darwin (Bud) Hagan 
Membership……………………..…Francie Fessler 
Newsletter Editor…..……………...…Connie Ganz 

 
BOARD OF ASSISTANTS:  The above-listed officers plus 
Terry Maloney, Jane Slack, and Cleve Twitchell. 
 
 

MT. HOOD COLONY* OFFICERS 

Lt. Governor...…….................................Mimi Biehn 
Deputy Governor…………....David Wiszneauckas 
Secretary…………………………...….Joni Walker 
Treasurer.........................................Debbie Ketchum 
Captain……………………………...….Bud Hagan 
Historian.......................................................Sue Glen  
Elder………...........................................Lois Streimer 
 

Mt. Hood Colony’s meetings are postponed due to COVID. 
 
 

CASCADE COLONY* OFFICERS 
Deputy Governor..............................Cleve Twitchell 
Treasurer..........................................Helen Schreiner 
 

Cascade Colony, based in Medford, is in the process of 
reorganizing and hopes to resume meetings next year.  
 
*Mt. Hood Colony and Cascade Colony are optional sub-groups of the 
OSMD that allow members from specific geographical regions opportunities 
to attend seasonal events and socialize. Mt. Hood Colony serves the Portland-
Vancouver area, while Cascade Colony serves the Medford area. They collect 
separate annual dues to support their activities, and new members are 
always welcome to join. See the OSMD website for more information. 
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MELISSA SUZAN (CONDON) KENT HANSEN (1943-2021) 
Melissa passed onward September 11, 2021, surrounded by her children and wrapped in their undying love. 
Melissa was born February 27, 1943, in Berkeley, California. The sole child of Robert L. Condon, a prominent 
lawyer & U.S. Congressman, and Eleanor Kierulff Condon, a well-known artist & ceramist, she enjoyed a lively, if 
unconventional, upbringing filled with boisterous family gatherings, trips to Washington, D.C., to visit her father, 
boarding school, international travel and books, always books …  
 
She was an advanced-level genealogist and loved tracing her heritage & family tree! She was a dedicated member of 
Yamhill Chapter Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) for 41 years, 30 of them as treasurer, and also a 
member of The Oregon Society of Mayflower Descendants … 
 
Melissa is survived by her children Sarah (Sary) Peters, Ian Kent (Deniece Romaniello), Jennifer Kent (Artie 
Richardson), and stepchildren Dawn Hansen, Eric Hansen, five much-loved grandchildren and eight great-
grandchildren plus one on the way! In memory of Melissa, please consider making a donation in her name to the 
Willamina Public Library. Excerpted from online obit at www.macyandson.com, where you can post condolences. 
  

https://shop.themayflowersociety.org/s/shop
http://www.plimoth.org/
http://www.macyandson.com/


 HISTORIAN’S REPORT ~ by Russ Francis 

 
New members: 
Melissa Ann Bostick - GS #99782; OR #1147 on 26 Mar 2021; 14th generation from Francis Cooke.  
Linda Diane Snively Brown - GS #99805; OR #1148 on 30 Mar 2021; 12th generation from William Bradford. 
Richard Owen Porter Jr. - GS #100051; OR #1151 on 14 May 2021; 12th generation from Francis Cooke. 
Cindy Tucker Kaul - GS #100080; OR #1151 on 18 May 2021; 12th generation from William Brewster. 
Donald M. Gladson Jr. - GS #100117; OR #1152 on 25 May 2021; 11th generation from Stephen Hopkins. 
Stephanie Anne (Moore) Freeman- GS #100341; OR #1153 on 20 Jul 2021; 13th generation from Stephen Hopkins. 
Kathryn Roselle (Trumbull) Netter - GS #100342; OR #1154 on 20 Jul 2021; 12th generation from Edward Fuller. 
 

Supplementals:   
Douglas Leigh Hunt (Supp #15) - GS #61737; OR# 619 on 14 Sep 2021; 12th generation from Henry Samson. 
Sue Timm (Supp #1) - GS #97253; OR #1123 on 17 Sep 2021; 10th generation from William Bradford. 
Nedra Dickman Brill - GS #94122; OR 1081 on 28 May 2021; 11th generation from Richard Warren. 
 

Transfers-in:  
John Alan Hintzen - GS #100460; OR #1155 on 21 Sep 2021; 12th generation from John Howland. 
Patty Jo (Lindsley) Ware - GS #86544; OR #1156 on 22 Sep 2021; 13th generation from William Bradford.  
 
 

Russell D. Francis 
Treasurer, Soule Kindred in America / Historian, Oregon Society of Mayflower Descendants 

 
 

 

 

 

Give the Gift of Junior Membership 
 

This Christmas, consider giving Mayflower membership to your minor children, grandchildren, or other Mayflower 

passenger descendants in your family, such as nieces or nephews. Applicants age 0-18 do not have to prove full 

lineage; instead, they are simply qualified through your membership. All you need to do is sponsor them for an 

application fee of $20 each.  
The sponsor has to provide documentation connecting the Junior member to 

themselves (i.e. Junior’s birth certificate plus Junior parents’ birth certificates and 

marriage certificate). Then the sponsor will send the completed application to 

The Oregon Society of Mayflower Descendants Junior Chairman for processing. 

Get started today! 
Bonus: Junior members retain their membership status until the age of 25, after 

which time they will become eligible for adult membership status, which requires 

payment of annual dues to the national and state society to remain active. 

The application form is conveniently available on page 11 of this newsletter and online at The Oregon Society of 

Mayflower Descendants website. There is also a contact form online you can use if you have further questions. 

https://mayflower-or.com/juniors/ 
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 TREASURER’S REPORT ~ by Ruthe Taber

 

. OSMD member Ruthe Taber of Portland, Oregon, has stepped up to fill the 
remaining term of Treasurer Mercy Chipman, who moved out of state recently. If  you have any questions about dues or 
other expenses please contact Ruthe at ruthe.taber@gmail.com or phone her at (503) 227-1479. 
 

HAS YOUR EMAIL OR MAILING ADDRESS CHANGED?  

ruthe.taber@gmail.comPlease send updated info to 
 
 

 

Treasurer's Report by Ruthe Taber 

January 01, 2021 to September 30, 2021 

     
Income 

  
Expenses 

 
2021 Dues 550.00 

 
GSMD Dues 9,405.00 

2022 Dues 3,400.00 
 
GSMD Application Fees 2,050.00 

Reinstatement Fee 100.00 
 
Colony Expense 

 
New Applications 2,800.00 

 
- Mt. Hood 40.00 

Supplemental Applications 325.00 
 
- Cascade 184.00 

Junior Memberships 140.00 
 
Meeting Lunches 29.95 

Donations 
  

Scholarship 1,620.00 

- Scholarship Fund 233.00 
 
Operational Expenses 

 
- General Fund 18.00 

 
- Bank Charges & Fees 144.00 

Bank Interest 1.86 
 
- Governor's Expenses 235.91 

Total Income 7,567.86 
 
- Historian Expenses 487.67 

   
- Junior Member Expense 10.80 

2021 Mt. Hood Colony Dues 6.00 
 
- Digitizing Applications 1,048.35 

2022 Mt. Hood Colony Dues 186.00 
 
- Newsletter 151.82 

- Mt. Hood Colony 24.00 
 
- Office Supplies & Software 65.85 

- Cascade Colony 10.00 
 
- Postage 200.00 

   
- Program Speakers 600.00 

Checkbook Balance 
  

- Taxes & Licenses 70.00 

December 31, 2020 - $34,731.56 
  

Total Expenses 16,343.35 

September 30, 2021 - $24,370.07 
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JOHN BILLINGTON MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP 2022 APPLICATION 

 
Following are the eligibility requirements and application instructions for the 2022 John Billington Memorial 
Scholarship of the Oregon Society of Mayflower Descendants (OSMD). The deadline is February 1, 2022. The 
winner will be announced in the spring 2022 edition of the Oregon Pilgrim newsletter, and the scholarship will 

be awarded at the spring 2022 Oregon Society of Mayflower Descendants general meeting. The 2022 
scholarship is $1620 in honor of the year of the voyage of the Mayflower and the founding of Plymouth Colony.  
 
Applicant must: 
a. Be a high school senior or currently enrolled (on a full-time basis) college or university student 
b. Have a direct lineage connection to a current and active member of the OSMD, i.e. be a Junior Member, or 

be a child, grandchild, nephew, niece, grandnephew, or grandniece of a member 
c. Be a resident of Oregon, unless temporarily away attending college or university 
d. Commit to attending the Oregon Society of Mayflower Descendants spring general meeting (May 2022 TBA) 

 

Applicant Information 

Name: _________________________________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address: __________________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number:_________________________ E-mail: ____________________________________ 

Current school and class standing: ____________________________________________________ 

School of enrollment for fall 2022: _____________________________________________________ 

Direct lineage connection to an OSMD member (e.g. grandchild, etc.): ________________________ 
 
OSMD Member Information (OSMD Junior Members should list their original membership sponsor) 

Name: _________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _________________________________________________________________________ 

OSMD Member’s GSMD#: ____________________ OSMD Member’s OMSD#: ________________ 

 
INSTRUCTIONS: The application materials must be sent via email and must arrive no later than February 1, 
2022, to Lynn Paul, Scholarship Chair, Oregon Society of Mayflower Descendants, at the following email 
address: bklapaul@msn.com. The packet must include EACH of the following required items in electronic 
format: 

 
a. Completed scholarship application (this page) 
b. Essay of reasonable length (500-600 words) entitled “What My Mayflower Ancestry Means to Me” 
c. Transcript of high school grades, including fall 2021 semester grades, or college transcript(s) 
d. List of extracurricular activities, honors received, and any pertinent information that will demonstrate 

community involvement.Maximum of two pages, please.  
e. A recent photo for use in the Oregon Pilgrim OSMD newsletter in the case of a winning application. 

Page 10 

mailto:bklapaul@msn.com


Give the Gift of Junior Membership this Christmas 
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