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SPRING LUNCHEON SATURDAY, APRIL 30
11:30―Noon: Social time

Noon ̶ 2:20 p.m.: Meeting & lunch

NEW LOCATION: Monarch Hotel & Conference Center, 12566 SE 93rd Ave, Clackamas OR.
Downstairs in Monarch Hall private dining room.
DIRECTIONS: Just off Sunnybrook Blvd. Exit 14 off I-205. Plenty of free parking at hotel.
DELUXE BUFFET SALAD BAR with mixed lettuce greens, romaine lettuce, arugula, pepitas
(pumpkin seeds), quinoa, sliced radishes, avocados, bacon bits, blue cheese crumbles, pickled
red onion slices, cherry tomatoes, charred corn kernels, boiled egg slices, chimichurriseasoned chicken, paprika & garlic-rubbed salmon, and your choice of salad dressings. Also
included are bread (baguette slices), cake for dessert, and beverages (water, tea, or coffee).
$30 per person.
Please remit the form below & your payment to Francie Fessler by Monday, April 25, 2022.

------------------------------------------------------------------------SPRING LUNCHEON RESERVATION ― SATURDAY, APRIL 30, 2022
Your name ______________________________________ OR state member #_____________
Lunch guest(s) name(s)_________________________________________________________
Donations: The Oregon Society of Mayflower Descendants (general fund)
The Oregon Society of Mayflower Descendants (scholarship fund)

$________ (optional)
$________ (optional)

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED ($30 per person) ............... …………....$________
Make check payable to Mayflower Descendants of Oregon and mail with this remittance slip to:
Francie Fessler, Membership Chair, 4941 Gemini Ave. NE, Salem, OR 97305
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Monarch Hotel & Conference Center. 12566 SE 93rd Ave., Clackamas, OR
(EXIT 14 off I-205). 503-652-1515 / Website: https://monarchhotel.cc

FROM THE GOVERNOR’S QUILL ~ by Beth Lambright, Governor
Hello Oregon Mayflower Members!
On their first spring in the New World, our ancestors were beginning to learn “the rhythm of the seasons,”
which would become the calendar of their daily lives . . . preparing the ground, planting and sowing, weeding
and tending and watering, and finally — harvesting, followed by winter’s rest. William Bradford records that
on March 7, 1621, “this day some seeds were sewn.” It is the earliest reference to sowing at Plymouth in a
whole new environment for them. They had to learn about the soil, the weather,
the needed fertilizer and what would grow. Winslow records that March 18 was
“a very fair warm day” and for days after they were planting on a daily basis. Just
before this, Samoset had come to visit and sometime in late March Squanto came
and explained the planting of corn. Natives across Town Brook were planting
first, the alewives (fish for fertilizer) and then, two weeks later, corn seeds.
Although our ancestors had brought barley, peas, and squash seeds with them, they had to learn a whole new
way of growing food — specifically Indian corn, and also the rhythm of the growth cycle of this corn. Over
that year they would discover which English seeds would do poorly in the New England soil (barley and peas)
and what would do well (Indian CORN!). It was all about change and flexibility to roll with the changes.
We are in the same place! We have just passed two years of living in the calendar
of the Pandemic — with masks and sanitizer, less travel, and social distancing
which prevented us from meeting. But we are in a new rhythm — as we adjust
and moving out again and meet face to face again! On April 30 we will gather for
our Oregon Mayflower Spring Meeting at the Monarch Inn in Clackamas. We’ll
exchange news, learn about the flowers and herbs of Plimoth Plantation, and
enjoy a good meal. Best of all, we will be in person again, as Cousins and Friends.
Can’t wait to see you all! Governor Beth Lambright

“To plant a garden is to believe in tomorrow.” ― Lady Bird Johnson
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MEMBERS IN THE SPOTLIGHT – Jeff Record and other outliers
With more than 200 members in the Oregon Society of Mayflower Descendants (OSMD), it’s
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For instance, renowned Mayflower author and researcher Caleb Johnson has held his Mayflower membership
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Debra
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Secretary
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Other
Oregon
members (past and
present) actually live in California, Arizona, Washington, Nevada, Idaho, Texas, Indiana, Vermont, Florida,
Iowa, Arkansas, and even far-off Hawaii. Sometimes they just prefer to keep their Oregon membership rather
than going through the process of transferring to a new state society, especially if their work is transient.
One of our Oregon society’s former “outliers” is Jeff Record, an avid Mayflower researcher, author, and
blogger. “Jeff received a B.A. degree in philosophy from Santa Clara University, and works as a teaching
assistant with special needs children at a local school. He recently co-authored with Christopher C. Child,
‘William and Lydia (Swift) Young of Windham, Connecticut: A John Howland and Richard Warren Line,’ for
the [journal] Mayflower Descendant. Jeff enjoys helping his ancestors complete their unfinished business, and
successfully petitioned the Secretary of the Army to overturn a 150-year-old dishonorable Civil War
discharge. A former Elder with the Mother Lode Colony of Mayflower Descendants in the State of California,
Jeff and his wife currently live with their Golden Retriever near California’s Gold Country where he continues
to explore, discover, and research family history.”(https://vitabrevis.americanancestors.org/author/jrecord/page/3/)
Jeff posts regularly on Vita Brevis (referenced above), which is a resource for family history from American
Ancestors (the blog of the famous New England Historic Genealogical Society in Boston, Massachusetts). The
Vita Brevis blog “is designed to offer the reader short essays by the Society’s expert staff on their own research
as well as news of the greater genealogical community.” If you would like to read some of Jeff Record’s (and
other authors’) very interesting blogs on Vita Brevis, it’s simple (and free) to subscribe. All you need to do is
visit their “Subscribe” page and provide your email. Presto! Hours and hours of good reading, on demand. Or
maybe you’ll want to start your own genealogy blog! (https://vitabrevis.americanancestors.org/subscribe/)
American Ancestors also has a special section (or Signature Project) on their website devoted to Mayflower
Descendants. (https://mayflower.americanancestors.org/) Their current tab for this section is called “Beyond
Mayflower 2020.” On the opening page of that project, they draw readers in to their “Meet the Living
Descendants of the Mayflower Passengers” page with a pop culture icon quiz: “What do Marilyn Monroe and
Taylor Swift have in common? They’re both Mayflower descendants.” On that same page, you can click a link
to download a FREE guide to Mayflower ancestry.
You might also wish to join American Ancestors to take advantage of their extensive database and other
benefits. Annual membership might be a budget buster at $99.95 per year, but my own experience confirms
the tremendous value of doing so when researching ancestors from New England, especially. Or you might
prefer to take advantage of their 3-month membership for $34.95, which includes database searches,
American Ancestors magazine, discounts on courses and research-for-hire, and last but not least, free
admission to the NEHGS Research Center. If you visit, be sure to look for my book, The Fairfields of Wenham,
the story of my Massachusetts lineage, including my Mayflower ancestors! Connie Fairfield Ganz, Editor
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BOARD OF ASSISTANTS MEETING MINUTES ~ Debra Sorensen
Secretary
Fall 2021 Oregon Society of Mayflower Descendants (OSMD) Board Of Assistants (BOA) Meeting Minutes
Note: OSMD = Oregon Society of Mayflower Descendants. GSMD = General Society of Mayflower Descendants
This
virtual meeting was held on Saturday, November 20, 2021, via Zoom due
(MA)
to the continuing pandemic situation, for the safety of our members. The
meeting
wasofcalled
to order
9:03 a.m.29,
by2020,
Governor
Lambright.
Members
the OSMD
metatDecember
on a Beth
ZOOM
(video conference) at 2 p.m. to discuss two
Introductions
were
made,
including
Ruthe
Taber,
our
new
treasurer,
who is
items:
completing the term of Mercy Chipman, who resigned when moving out of
state
earlier in
year.
Members
inthe
attendance
were made aware that the May 1, 2021, in-person meeting has been cancelled

due to the State of Oregon COVID-19 pandemic guidelines. The meeting on May 1 will instead be held

Invia
attendance
were
Governor
Governor
Walker,
ZOOM, and
a link
will beLambright,
sent to full Deputy
membership
priorJoni
to that
date. The meeting will start at 11 a.m.
Secretary Debra Sorensen, Historian Russ Francis, Past Governor Patrice
Petersen,
Treasurer
Ruthe
Taber, the
Elder
Lois Streimer,
Budnecessary
Hagen, due to the increase in dues at the
Discussion
was held
regarding
increase
in dues, Captain
which was
Membership
Chair level.
Francie Fessler, and Jane Slack. The Invocation was given by
national GSMD
Elder Lois Streimer. Minutes of the May 1, 2021, meeting were presented and
The meeting
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approved
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Announcements:




Governor Lambright reported that while we have lived thru two years of pandemic, the Oregon Society of
Mayflower Descendants is at approximately the same level of membership as prior to the start of the pandemic.
Our membership is currently at 258, having reached 262 in December 2021, the highest number ever for
OSMD.
Governor Lambright congratulated the board for their work on behalf of the organization, including
authorizing amnesty for members who had not paid their 2021 dues. Approximately 50% of those members
returned to the organization, paying their dues for the year.

Reports from Officers:





Treasurer Ruthe Taber reported:
o We have a balance of $32,965.78 in the bank
o Dues have come in, with about 60 people who have not yet paid
o Donations for scholarships have reached $821 as of this date
Governor Lambright reported on the juniors program:
o She reminded the board that the dues of $20 for junior members stays in the state of Oregon
o We have a total of 106 juniors ― the most ever in OSMD
Governor Lambright reported that Historian Russ Francis has approved and submitted 22 new members so far
this year (Russ was online for the meeting but unable to speak due to technical issues)

Colony Reports:



84 people have paid Mt. Hood Colony dues, per Ruthe
No Cascade Colony representative attended the meeting

Old Business:




Governor Lambright reported we still need a chairman for the juniors program, and she has two possibilities.
She requested that if any other board member has a possible person for this position, please contact her.
Annual and quarterly reports are being done by our governor and treasurer. Secretary Sorensen will complete
the annual report in January, once the numbers have been provided to her.
The OSMD directory (which is on our website) is currently being managed by our governor and treasurer. It’s
an Excel file, and if anyone has changes in name, address, phone number, or email, these items need to be
reported for updating.
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Board of Assistance Meeting Minutes, Continued …


Governor Lambright reported that Historian Russ Francis has digitized all of our records from the beginning of
OSMD in 1929. He has thumb drives containing those PDF files available for any board member who wants
one. A total of eight board members have asked for copies, and the thumb drives will be delivered to each
person by mail or in person. Cost of each is approximately $5.

New Business:





It was reported that our editor, Connie Ganz, is currently in California at this time with family due to the recent
death of her father.
Governor Lambright reported that Connie would like to digitize the Oregon Pilgrim newsletters from our past.
It was suggested that the board consider this for a “special project” in the coming year. Board agreed to ask
Connie to get an estimate for the cost, and Russ offered to help her on this.
Our membership-at-large person at the General Society of Mayflower Descendants (GSMD) in Plymouth is
position #3, Lorrie Link. She has done a beautiful new painting of Plymouth, which she has made into cards
and sent to Governor Beth Lambright for OSMD use.
Fundraising:
o OSMD gave $1620 as our scholarship for the past two years. The previous amount was $500. We need
to decide this amount yearly, since without in-person meetings we have no raffles to raise funds.
o Beth proposed banners which are being created by a factory in Albany, where the owner is a
Mayflower descendant. He would sell them to us for $10, and we could charge a bit more to cover
scholarship needed from $821 to $1620.
o Deb proposed the option of asking members to make an additional donation to help fund the
scholarship, possibly in the amount of $16.20.
Motion: Francie moved that we ask members to contribute $16.20 donation for the 2022 scholarship fund.
Ruthe seconded the motion. All voted in favor, no opposed.
Motion: Bud moved that we offer flags for sale for $16.20 with proceeds for the 2022 scholarship fund.
Patrice seconded the motion. All voted in favor, no opposed.





Beth reported on the possibility of a visit by the GSMD Governor General in September 2022. She would like to
invite Jane Hurt and will do some research and get back to the board on date options.
Lois left the meeting at 10:05 as she had another meeting to attend.
A nominating committee is needed so that a slate of officers can be created for the May meeting. Bud proposed
asking board members to continue one extra year before. There are two possibilities: adding one year to this
existing officer terms or doing another three-year term.
Motion: Beth moved that we extend the term of our current officers until fall 2023, with nominations to be
presented in May 2023. Joni seconded. Motion carried with everyone in favor, except Beth abstained. As a
result, no nominations committee will be set up this year.

Board of Assistance Meeting Minutes, Continued


Rebecca Locklear, OSMD member who is both a Mayflower descendant and a Wampanoag descendant, has
written a new book, and Beth reported on it. The title is Pilgrim-Native Thanksgiving Ideas, and the book is
available on Amazon.

Unfinished Business:



Washington and Oregon societies want to bring a re-enactor from Plymouth, and each organization has over
$800 in a fund in Plymouth. We need to think about whether we want to do this or not, possibly in 2023.
Next BOA meeting will be on May 1, 2022. Meeting adjourned at 10:28.

Respectfully submitted, Debra Williams Sorensen, OSMD Secretary
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On March 6, 2022, another Board of Assistants meeting was held to discuss society business in the new year.
Spring 2022 OSMD Board of Assistants (BOA) Meeting Minutes
This virtual meeting was held on Sunday, March 6, at 3 p.m., on Zoom due to the continuing pandemic situation, and
for the safety of our members. The meeting was called to order by Governor Beth Lambright at 3:05 p.m. In attendance
were Governor Lambright, Deputy Governor Joni Walker, Secretary Debra Sorensen, Historian Russ Francis, Past
Governor Patrice Petersen, Treasurer Ruthe Taber, Elder Lois Streimer, Captain Bud Hagen, Mimi Biehn, Governor of
Mt. Hood Colony and Membership Chair Francie Fessler. Not attending were Connie Ganz and James Oberholtzer. The
Invocation was given by Elder Lois Streimer.
Minutes from the November 20, 2021, BOA meeting were presented and reviewed. One correction was made, the date
for the upcoming spring meeting was corrected to say April 30, 2022, on page 3. Motion to approve the minutes as
corrected was made by Joni Walker and seconded by Francie Fessler. All approved.
Annual Report and Membership Numbers: The OSMD Annual report for 2021 was submitted to GSMD in January
2022. Governor Lambright reported we dropped 26 members, likely due to the pandemic. Ruthe Taber reported that as
of this meeting date, we have 246 members. Joni Walker was thanked for the time she took to write letters to people
who had not paid their 2022 dues, which brought back quite a few people. Governor Lambright also reported that our
number of junior members has increased.
Treasurer report: Ruthe Taber reported we have $25,014.64 in our bank account. All bills have been paid. Considering
the pandemic and the dues increase, this is a good number. Ruthe will be checking with the credit union to learn more
about the security of our bank account.
Historian report: Russ Francis reported we have a long “holdup” on applications sitting in Plymouth and waiting to be
processed. Two new approvals have been finished. We have 14 pending at this time, not including any supplementals.
Russ said that a number of people have become members, and then soon after submit completed supplementals. An
application costs $175 and OSMD keeps $50 for the annual dues for the new member. A supplemental is exactly the
same cost, and we keep $50 which does not go toward dues, thus a profit for OSMD. Governor Lambright added that
our society charges less for dues than most states, so after discussion, it was decided we would leave things as they
currently are.
Colony report: Mimi Biehn reported that the Mt. Hood Colony has not met and she would appreciate ideas for where
they might meet later in the spring. Governor Lambright suggested she check with Connie Ganz for ideas on where to
meet, as Hayden’s Grill has closed.
Digitizing The Oregon Pilgrim: Governor Lambright asked, “Do we want to do this?” We have digitized the applications
and historical records, spending about $1,000 for the job. After discussion, it was agreed that at the OSMD spring
meeting on April 30, Governor Lambright will ask for a volunteer who would be willing to be an assistant to Russ.
Purpose of the position will be to handle a Dropbox account in which we will store OSMD documents.
Funds at Plymouth: We have $800 at Plymouth, which we paid to bring a speaker for a meeting that was cancelled
during the pandemic. We shared with the Washington state society, for a total of $1,600. The proposed speaker, Vicky
Oman, does not work at GSMD any longer. Question - Should we ask to have these funds returned, in whole or in part?
Governor Lambright will check with Hillary Goodnow to see if we might instead organize a Zoom educational session
for both Oregon and Washington schools, at a reduced cost.
Scholarship for 2022: Governor Lambright reported that we had no applications submitted for the scholarship this
year. It is likely due to the pandemic, with students not in school as much, our lack of in-person meetings, and the like.
After discussion, the decision was made to continue this in 2023. This gives us time to hold the raffle again, which is
where we gather most of our funds for this award.
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Board of Assistance Meeting Minutes, Continued …
Spring General Meeting: Our April 30, 2022, meeting will be held at the Monarch Inn in Clackamas. Governor
Lambright and Deputy Governor Joni Walker will meet there later in March to check things out and make decisions on
the lunch options. Government Lambright reported that the Pennsylvania society has an author who has assembled a
book about our ancestors. She will distribute copies to attendees at the luncheon.
GSMD Governor Visit: Governor Lambright reported that at this time there is not an option for Governor General Jane
Hurt to visit our society in person. It is possible she might “visit” us on Zoom, along with our regional member-at-large,
Lorri Link.
Cousins Coffee: This Zoom event will happen at 4 p.m. on March 26. Governor Lambright will send out a reminder
with the Zoom link again before the meeting.
November 2022 Meeting: On behalf of OSMD, Governor Lambright has asked Karen Renaldo from Plymouth to speak
to us at our Saturday, November 19, Fall meeting. Karen painted the picture we received on cards last fall, and which is
displayed at Plymouth.
Meeting adjourned at 4:18 p.m.
Respectfully submitted, Debra Williams Sorensen.OSMD Secretary
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Have you ever wondered how and where the Mayflower passengers who died the first winter at Plymouth were buried?
the Plymouth Rock. This simple grass hill contains all the Pilgrims who died during the first winter. It
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near the foot
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street. Among them were Gov. Carver, Rose Standish, the wife of Captain Standish, Christopher
Martin, William Mullins, William White, Thomas Rogers, Elizabeth, the wife of Edward Winslow,
John, and Edward Tilley, Mary, the wife of Isaac Allerton.

Cole’s Hill today is the spot where half of the Mayflower found their rest during the first winter. Five graves were
discovered in 1855 when they were laying the pipes for the town’s waterworks. Two more graves were found in 1883.
The bones of the first five were put in a compartment of the granite canopy that covers the “Forefathers’ Rock where the
Pilgrim Fathers landed. The General Society of Mayflower Descendants erected the mass grave for the Mayflower Pilgrim
in 1920. This monument contains the remains of the Pilgrims that have been found in Cole’s Hill settlement.
(https://funeralfunds.com)

Recall that the Mayflower passengers arrived too late to build houses during the first winter, so they lived aboard the
ship in damp, cold quarters shared with farm animals and luggage. There was barely room enough for everyone to lie
down. When passengers became sick and died, “removing the remains of the deceased was a challenge. They hauled up
the bodies onto the main deck of the ship, and then lowered it to the boat that rowed to the shore … Those assigned to
bury the dead had to wade the last few yards through the frigid water of Cape Cod Bay…” READ MORE AT
https://funeralfunds.com/how-pilgrim-burials-were-handled-after-the-mayflower-landed-in-the-usa/
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GENERAL SOCIETY OFFICERS (national)

MT. HOOD COLONY* OFFICERS

Deputy Governor General: Terri Schieber
Assistant Governor General:
Patricia Sproul Petersen

Lt. Governor...…….................................Mimi Biehn
Deputy Governor…………....David Wiszneauckas
Secretary…………………………...….Joni Walker
Treasurer.........................................Debbie Ketchum
Captain……………………………...….Bud Hagan
Historian.......................................................Sue Glen
Elder………...........................................Lois Streimer

OREGON STATE OFFICERS
Governor…….……………………Beth Lambright
Deputy Governor………….……….…Joni Walker
Secretary………………………….Debra Sorensen
Treasurer………………………….... Ruthe Taber
Historian/Applications..………...........Russ Francis
Elder………………………………....Lois Streimer
Counselor………………… …James Oberholtzer
Captain……………………..Darwin (Bud) Hagan
Membership……………………..…Francie Fessler
Newsletter Editor…..……………...…Connie Ganz

CASCADE COLONY* OFFICERS
Deputy Governor..............................Cleve Twitchell
Treasurer..........................................Helen Schreiner
Cascade Colony, based in Medford, is in the process of
reorganizing and hopes to resume meetings soon.
*Mt. Hood Colony and Cascade Colony are optional sub-groups of the
OSMD that allow members from specific geographical regions opportunities
to attend seasonal events and socialize. Mt. Hood Colony serves the PortlandVancouver area, while Cascade Colony serves the Medford area. They collect
separate annual dues to support their activities, and new members are
always welcome to join. See the OSMD website for more information.

BOARD OF ASSISTANTS: The above-listed officers plus
Terry Maloney, Jane Slack, and Cleve Twitchell.

MT. HOOD COLONY
invites its members to
gather in person for a luncheon on

SATURDAY, JUNE 11
If you live in the Portland-Salem area, you are
welcome to become a member of the Mt. Hood
Colony (a regional sub-group of the OSMD) at their
seasonal social events. Contact Mimi Biehn to join.
mimiandjudge@yahoo.com or 541-400-8321

WHERE: The Stockpot Broiler restaurant in Beaverton, Oregon
WHAT: Lunch served in our own private dining room
WHO: Limited to 40 people
WHY: To enjoy spending time with your Mayflower cousins
Mimi will soon be emailing all current and new Mt. Hood Colony members with fixed-price menu options.

You’ll enjoy ample parking in the Stockpot Broiler lot, just a few steps away from the entrance.
Conveniently located off I-217 at 8200 SW Scholls Ferry Road.
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HISTORIAN’S REPORT ~ by Russ Francis
New members:
Judith Green Wilson - GS #101318; OR #1165 on 21 Jan 2022; 11th generation from Constance Hopkins.
Donald Jerome Buhmann - GS #101543; OR #1166 on 28 Feb 2022; 14th generation from James Chilton.
Supplementals:
Lillian Susan Timm (Supp #2) - GS# 97523; OR# 1123 on 23 Nov 2021; 11th gen. from William Brewster
Lillian Susan Timm (Supp #3) - GS# 97523; OR# 1123 on 23 Nov 2021; 11th generation from Priscilla Mullins
Lillian Susan Timm (Supp #4) - GS# 97523; OR# 1123 on 14 Jan 2022; 12th generation from John Howland
Lillian Susan Timm (Supp #5) - GS# 97523; OR# 1123 on 14 Jan 2022; 12th generation from Elizabeth Tilley
Lillian Susan Timm (Supp #6) - GS# 97523; OR# 1123 on 08 Mar 2022; 11th generation from Peter Brown
Susan Handy Funk (Supp #1) - GS# 99639; OR# 1146 on 28 Feb 2022; 12th generation from John Alden
Russell D. Francis

Treasurer, Soule Kindred in America / Historian, Oregon Society of Mayflower Descendants

TREASURER’S REPORT ~ by Ruthe Taber
If you have any questions about dues or other expenses please contact Ruthe at ruthe.taber@gmail.com or phone her at
(503) 227-1497.

HAS YOUR EMAIL OR MAILING ADDRESS CHANGED?
Please send updated info to ruthe.taber@gmail.com

Sad Mayflower! watched by winter stars,
And nursed by winter gales,
With petals of the sleeted spars,
And leaves of frozen sails!
What had she in those dreary hours,
Within her ice-rimmed bay,
In common with the wild-wood flowers,
The first sweet smiles of May?
Yet, 'God be praised!' the Pilgrim said,
Who saw the blossoms peer
Above the brown leaves, dry and dead,
'Behold our Mayflower here!'
— John Greenleaf Whittier
www.poemhunter.com
Mayflower, MA state flower. (Flickr photo sharing)
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